
Are You Ripe For The Picking 
Amos 8 

 

If you look at the calendar you will see that the first day of fall is right around the 
corner. Fall is one of my favorite Ɵmes of the year.  I love the cooler weather that 
tends to come with it. The changing of the leaves if you live up north. However, 
fall means that the Ɵme for all those fresh fruits and vegetables is just about over. 

Most of us would probably agree that there’s nothing beƩer than a fresh garden 
tomato, is there? But they don’t have a very long shelf life, do they? Imagine that 
you are looking for one. You just happen to find one in the boƩom of a vegetable 
bowl in the kitchen. Somehow it had goƩen hidden in there. It was that good 
deep red color. It was beauƟful. You can’t wait to throw that thing between a 
couple of slices of bread.  

But you didn’t noƟce the liƩle bit of liquid in the boƩom of the bowl. As soon as 
you touched it, you knew. It was squishy. The skin just about fell off when I tried to 
pick it up. You see, even though that tomato looked red and ripe and beauƟful, it 
was completely roƩen. The only thing it was good for was to throw it away. It had 
become disgusƟng. Fit only for destrucƟon. That is the picture that God gave 
Amos here in this vision. 

1This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 2 “What do you 
see, Amos?” he asked. “A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered. Then the Lord said to 
me, “The Ɵme is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer. 

God showed Amos that Israel had become like a basket of summer fruit to Him. 
That sounds appealing. But it wasn’t. They had taken the wonderfully good fruits 
of God and allowed them to over ripen and turn into sin. For Israel, God’s good 
fruits of worship, stewardship and the Word of God had gone from fresh and ripe 
to overripe. And they would soon be roƩen. Because Israel hadn’t kept God’s 
fruits fresh, He would allow each of them to completely rot in afflicƟon. Just like 
He did for Israel, God sƟll gives good fruits today. As a maƩer of fact, He gives the 
same fruits today. The same fruits that were evident in Amos’ basket are sƟll 
around in our church today. Are we keeping them fresh by obeying God’s paƩern 



for them? Or are we allowing them to become overripe and roƩen by our 
disobedience? I want our church to keep the fruit God has given us fresh. I want 
us to keep it fresh by obeying Him in all we do. In order to do that, we’re going to 
look at three fruits in God’s basket of obedience. The first fruit is the fruit of 
worship. 

3 “In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the songs in the temple will turn to 
wailing.[a] Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!” 

NoƟce how this verse starts. It starts with the songs of the temple. Well, what 
were those songs? What did God’s good fruit of worship look like? Well, we 
obviously don’t have any recordings of what services were like in Israel. But we 
know they were filled with music and singing. 

But how do we know that’s what their worship looked like? Because we have a 
copy of their main hymn book. We call it the book of Psalms. As a maƩer of fact, 
the original word for Psalms carries the meaning of plucking or twanging on 
strings. It’s obvious that they were meant to be accompanied by musical 
instruments. We think of the Psalms as passages to read. But not the Israelites. 
They would no more read the Psalms than we would read out of a Hymnal. 

Psalm 150 says, “1 Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his 
mighty heavens. 2 Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing 
greatness. 3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp 
and lyre, 4 praise him with Ɵmbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and 
pipe, 5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 
6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.” 

That describes perfectly what the songs of the temple were supposed to be. They 
were supposed to be joyous expressions of worship. EmoƟonal expressions of love 
and devoƟon to the Almighty God. To the savior and sustainer of His people. What 
beauƟful, fresh and ripe fruit true worship had been.  I say had been, because it 
had become something completely different. Something unrecognizable to God. 

Verse 3 said it had turned to wailing. In other words, Israel’s worship had become 
like fingernails on a chalkboard to God. It was screeching and howling in His ears. 
It’s like in other places where He said that the smoke from their sacrifices had 



become a stench in His nostrils. How in the world could the God-exalƟng words of 
the Psalms become so offensive to God?  

It is because so many Ɵmes, we sing words that have become all too familiar to us. 
We sing them out of habit without even thinking about what we’re singing. We 
get so caught up in our preferred style of music that we don’t even pay aƩenƟon 
to who we’re singing to or what we’re singing about. We sing, “We are one in the 
spirit we are one in the Lord”, when we have people in the church we won’t even 
talk to. We sing, “I surrender all” and sƟll hold on to our sin and pride and 
selfishness. 

That’s what Israel was doing. They were singing the Psalms with their lips, but 
their heart was roƩen. The summer fruit of worship looked ripe and good on the 
outside but was overripe and roƩen on the inside. And God was going to get rid of 
it. He promised that the destrucƟon of Israel was going to be so severe that even 
their howling’s would be silenced.  

4 Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land, 
5 saying, “When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the 
Sabbath be ended that we may market wheat?”—skimping on the measure, 
boosƟng the price and cheaƟng with dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 
7 The Lord has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything 
they have done. 8 “Will not the land tremble for this, and all who live in it mourn? 
The whole land will rise like the Nile; it will be sƟrred up and then sink like the river 
of Egypt. 

This brings us to the second fruit on God’s basket of obedience, the fruit of 
stewardship. I want you to take just a minute to look back over Israel’s history. 
Think about all the wonderful things God gave them. The things God gave them 
weren’t things they could have even imagined, much less deserved. How could 
Abraham have imagined the splendor of Solomon’s temple when he was siƫng in 
Ur of the Chaldees? How could Isaac have imagined the pools and fountains of 
Jerusalem as he was digging his wells? How could Jacob have imagined the 
abundance of Israel in Amos’ day as he was sending his sons into Egypt for a sack 
of grain? 



God had brought Israel up out of nothing and had given them everything. He had 
brought them up from slavery to prosperity. And what did they do with all God 
had given them? These scriptures tell us they swallowed up the poor. Their wealth 
and prosperity didn’t make them more generous. It made them more selfish and 
greedier. Not only did they refuse to help the poor, but they also took advantage 
of them.  

They were so overcome with money; they couldn’t even take off the day God had 
given them to worship Him. Instead of worshipping God on the Sabbath, they 
were thinking about business. Now, don’t get me wrong, they were sƟll going 
through the moƟons. They were sƟll going to their places of worship. They were 
sƟll obeying the Sabbath laws. But they were spending the whole Ɵme that they 
were doing it wishing it was over.  

ChrisƟans today asks themselves “When’s church going to get over so I can hurry 
up and get to the restaurant for lunch.” Or “I can’t wait for the service to get over 
so I can watch the ball game.” But Israel’s sin wasn’t just in their aƫtude toward 
the Sabbath. It wasn’t just how they treated the Ɵme and resources God gave 
them. It was also in how they treated the physical resources He gave them. God 
had made Israel prosperous. But what did they do with it? Look at the last part of 
verse 5.  

They were skimping on the measure, boosƟng the price and cheaƟng with 
dishonest scales. They falsified the balances by deceit. In other words, they were 
cheaƟng God’s people out of God’s money. It would be like changing the meter on 
the gas pump to make it turn faster. So, when you were done pumping gas, 
somehow you put 25 gallons of gas into your 20-gallon tank. That’s what Israel 
was doing—they were robbing God’s people by cheaƟng on the way they 
measured stuff. And by robbing God’s people, they were robbing God. 

 Just like Israel, God gives us resources for one reason. That’s to bring honor and 
glory to His holy name by using them for His purposes. Out of Israel’s greed, they 
hoarded what God gave them. They hoarded it and tried to get more through 
dishonest means. But that’s not why God gave it to them. He gave it to them to 
use. To use for His glory.  

What beauƟful, ripe fruit are the resources God gives us. But when we hoard 
them instead of using them for His glory, the fruit begins to rot. Just like Israel’s 



did. And then what happened? God got rid of it. He painted a picture of uƩer 
economic destrucƟon for Israel. They weren’t good stewards of what God gave 
them. They wanted to hoard what God gave them. So God took their prosperity 
away. Look at the words He used: “it will be sƟrred up and then sink like the river 
of Egypt”.  

When God brought up Israel out of Egypt, He took everything Egypt had. He 
afflicted them with horrible plagues. He killed their firstborn children. He even 
made them give their gold and money to Israel. Then He uƩerly destroyed their 
military in the Red Sea. That’s what He told Israel He was going to do to them. All 
because they had let the good fruit of stewardship become overripe and rot. 

9 “In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down at noon 
and darken the earth in broad daylight. 10 I will turn your religious fesƟvals into 
mourning and all your singing into weeping. I will make all of you wear sackcloth 
and shave your heads. I will make that Ɵme like mourning for an only son and the 
end of it like a biƩer day. 11 “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign Lord, 
“when I will send a famine through the land—not a famine of food or a thirst for 
water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. 12 People will stagger from 
sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the Lord, but 
they will not find it. 13 “In that day “the lovely young women and strong young 
men will faint because of thirst. 14 Those who swear by the sin of Samaria—who 
say, ‘As surely as your god lives, Dan,’ or, ‘As surely as the god[b] of 
Beersheba lives’—they will fall, never to rise again.” 

So there is one more fruit in the basket of God’s obedience and that is the fruit of 
the Word. Yes, God gave Israel physical blessings. But more important than that, 
He gave Israel His Word. He spoke to them directly from the top of Mount Sinai. 
He spoke to them through leaders like Moses and Joshua. He spoke to them 
through judges like Gideon and Samson. He spoke to them through priests like Eli 
and Samuel. And He spoke to them through prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
Amos. God’s Word was widely available to them. 

There was no reason for anybody not to know what God wanted them to know. 
The availability of God’s Word increased steadily during the whole Ɵme of Israel’s 
existence. But what good did it do? About as much good as it does for us today.  



Did you realize that a 2003 survey showed that Americans have nearly 4 Bibles per 
household? Since the prinƟng press was invented almost 600 years ago, the 
number of Bibles in the world has skyrocketed. They come in all kinds of shapes 
and sizes and colors. They come in good translaƟons and bad ones. They come in 
nearly every language you can think of. Just like Israel in Amos’ day, there is no 
shortage of the availability of God’s Word.  

That’s a beauƟful fruit, isn’t it? It is beauƟful fruit for the Word of God to be 
available to everyone. As a maƩer of fact, it’s like a feast of fruit. But what did God 
say in verse 10? He told Israel that He was going to turn their feasts into 
mourning. See, it’s not enough just to have the Word of God available. It’s not 
enough just to have a copy for your bedroom and your dining room and a big 
family Bible for your living room. It’s not enough to have a copy in the back 
window of the car and a copy to carry to church. 

Because that fruit will quickly become overripe and rot if it’s not eaten. You can 
carry a Bible around with you all day long, but if you don’t read it, it is offensive to 
God. As a maƩer of fact, you can read your Bible all day long, but if you don’t live 
it, it is even more offensive to God. It is as offensive as roƩen fruit to Him. It is 
offensive to the point that He will throw it out.  

Verse 11 says that there would come a day for Israel that God would turn their 
feast of His Word into famine. History bears that out. There was a mini famine of 
God’s Word during the exile. AŌer a period, God showed mercy on them by 
feeding them with a few of the later prophets and with Ezra and Nehemiah. But 
they sƟll returned to their ways. They heard the Word but didn’t let it change 
them. So, God gave them a 400-year drought. 

From the close of Malachi to the preaching of John the BapƟst was 400 years. 400 
silent years of drought from God’s Word. But Israel as a naƟon sƟll didn’t respond, 
did they? As a maƩer of fact, they rejected Jesus Christ as their Messiah. And God 
has darkened their understanding.  Isaiah 6:9 says, 9 He said, “Go and tell this 
people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never 
perceiving.’ 

I don’t want that to happen to us. I don’t want to be completely cut off from Him 
and His Word, do you? God has blessed us with more availability of His Word than 
has ever been in the history of the world. What are we going to do with it? 



I can tell you what we’re doing with it as a naƟon. We’re rejecƟng it. We’re 
mocking it. We’re ignoring it. But what are we doing with it here at our church? 
What are you doing with it personally? Are you eaƟng it? Are you reading it? Are 
you studying it? Or are you just looking at how preƩy it looks on display? Love 
God’s Word. Live God’s Word. But most of all, share God’s Word. That’s the best 
way to avoid the famine of God’s Word in your own life.  

It’s just like with the rest of the fruit we’ve been talking about. Just like the fruit of 
worship and the fruit of stewardship. If you try to keep them to yourself, they’ll 
rot. They’re not meant to be put in a bowl on display. They’re meant to be eaten. 
They’re meant to be shared. The funny thing is, the more you eat of them and 
share them, the more you’ll have. But the more you hoard them and try to keep 
them for yourself, the more they’ll just rot. 

So, what about you? How is the fruit of your worship? Do you just go through the 
moƟons? Do you just sing the songs because you like the tune or is that just 
something you’re supposed to do? Or do you truly worship God? Do you honestly 
worship God by living out the songs you sing? 

What about the fruit of your stewardship? Are you using the things God has given 
you for His glory? Are you giving freely of the Ɵme and resources He has given 
you? Or are you looking for ways to cut corners in your giving? Are you looking to 
give with strings aƩached? Are you treaƟng the things you give as if they are sƟll 
yours? 

What about the fruit of God’s Word? Do you love it? Do you read it? Do you study 
it? Do you live it? Do you share it? God has filled your basket of obedience to 
overflowing with wonderful fruit. Are you keeping it fresh? Or are you leƫng it 
rot?  

Are You Ripe For The Picking? 

 

 

 


